surgical, while their use as having an application to general medicine chiefly suggests an uncertain series of rites performed in connection with the acute specific fevers. Although certain diseases not belonging to the class of speoific infectious fevers have been noted to occur in suggestive epidemics, and although clinical and pathological investigations point more and more to the microbial origin of such diseases and to the consequent indications for their prophylaxis and treatment, this indication has so far been little regarded in this country. In those hospitals and institutions where numbers of children are collected together, the frequent occurrence of the infectious fevers is regarded as a misfortune inherent in such places; while other morbid conditions to which children suffering from infectious fevers are so prone are, many of them, in their turn regarded as almost necessary features of such diseases, from which, however, they are entirely distinct. This latter is a singularly unfortunate point of view, seeing that it is so frequently to its secondary complications that a primary disease owes its deadly character. In most of our hospitals the prophylaxis consists in isolating those proved to be infected with an acute specific fever, together with subsequent measures of disinfection of a general character for the protection of the other patients, the method being in many cases equivalent to locking the stable door after the horse has been stolen, and being, moreover, liable to indefinite repetition.
Meantime, certain axioms are current at least in hospitals for children; for instance, that it is not advisable to admit any child unless it is said to have had measles and whoopingcough, that it is useless to take in various diarrhceas and wasting'diseases with a view to doing them any good in the time at command, that various diseases of the respiratory organs " do better at home than in hospitals," and so on. In fact, in hospitals for children, the cases which it is desirable for their own good, or with due regard to others, to take in for treatment would seem to be decreasing rapidly. This 
